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quiet evolution; it is in fact a wavelike up and down (page
148).

Benes goes on to say that it is a cruel fact that mankind must
pay a heavy price for their development. " Possibly there are
some who will regard this conception of Philosophy to be far
too pessimistic. Unfortunately, this is a fact established by
History, a fact originating from the dispositions of the human
spirit, from the psychology and from the laws of the human
society. Besides, this is no pessimistic outlook at all. Neither
do I accept absolute pessimism, nor absolute optimism as the
characteristics of human society " (page 149).

What lies between absolute and realistic optimism (above
we spoke in a strict formulation of Naive and Critical Opti-
mism), lies in the action of man, in the work, in the struggle for
a better future. Benes does not believe in the possibility of a
mechanically-necessary development in the direction of the
Good, nor does he believe in such a development in the sense
of Dialectical Materialism (almost diametrically opposed to
what we termed at the beginning of our essay as Dialectical
Optimism). Benes sees the only source of progress in the
active assistance extended by the goodwill of man burdened
with all risks conditioned by human nature.

From this point, a straight line leads to Individualism. What
matters most, as far as the ethical field of Critical Optimism
is concerned, is the ethical, responsible action of man. But
who is exclusively able to act morally and responsibly? The
individual. Not a mass or group as such. With a view to
being able to perform a moral act, it is necessary to reach a
decision and choose among possible doubts. In order to be
able to decide upon a choice, one must be conscious of the
possibilities given. The premise is then a uniform conscious-
ness. A uniform consciousness, however, exists in an individual,
but not in a mass or group of individuals. The consciousness
of either a mass of individuals or of a group can be spoken of,